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Appendix A 
Public Notification that a potential event was occurring 

(40 CFR §50.14(c)(1)) 
 

FIGURE A-1 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PUBLIC ZONES 

 
Fig A-1: Illustrates the public zones serviced by the National Weather Service Office in 
Phoenix and San Diego.  Imperial County, including southeast sections of Riverside County 
are part of the reporting public zone areas from the Phoenix office 
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FIGURE A-2 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION – WEATHER DISTURBANCE APPROACHES

 
 

Fig. A-2:  An Area Forecast Discussion issued on May 24 at 4:26 a.m. forecasted a broad 
low pressure trough over the western states. This weather disturbance was to bring gusty 
winds to southeast California.  Source: NWS San Diego office. 
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FIGURE A-3 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION – HIGH WINDS EXPECTED 

 

 
 

Fig. A-3:  An Area Forecast Discussion issued on May 24 at 2:36 p.m. forecasted that the 
upper level low would move over the region, creating gusty winds at the surface on May 
24 and May 25. The strongest winds were expected May 25. Source: NWS San Diego 
office. 
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FIGURE A-4 
HIGH WINDS FORECASTED FOR IMPERIAL COUNTY 

 
CAZ033-252300- 
IMPERIAL COUNTYINCLUDING THE CITIES OF...BRAWLEY...CALEXICO...EL CENTRO...GLAMIS... 
IMPERIAL...THE SALTON SEA 
821 AM PDT WED MAY 25 2016 
.TODAY...SUNNY AND WINDY. HIGHS 77 TO 82. WEST WIND 15 TO 25 MPH. 
GUSTS UP TO 35 MPH. 
.TONIGHT...CLEAR AND WINDY. LOWS 50 TO 60. WEST WIND 15 TO 25 MPH. 
GUSTS UP TO 35 MPH IN THE EVENING. 
.THURSDAY...SUNNY AND WARMER. HIGHS 84 TO 89. WEST WIND 5 TO 15 MPH. 
.THURSDAY NIGHT...CLEAR. NOT AS COOL. LOWS 56 TO 66. WEST WIND 5 TO 
15 MPH. 
.FRIDAY...SUNNY. HIGHS 88 TO 93. SOUTHWEST WIND 5 TO 15 MPH. 
.FRIDAY NIGHT...CLEAR. LOWS IN THE UPPER 50S TO UPPER 60S. 
.SATURDAY...MOSTLY SUNNY. HIGHS IN THE UPPER 80S TO LOWER 90S. 
.SATURDAY NIGHT...CLEAR. LOWS IN THE UPPER 50S TO UPPER 60S. 
.SUNDAY...SUNNY. HIGHS IN THE UPPER 80S TO MID 90S. 
.SUNDAY NIGHT...CLEAR. LOWS IN THE UPPER 50S TO UPPER 60S. 
.MEMORIAL DAY...SUNNY. HIGHS IN THE LOWER TO MID 90S. 
.MONDAY NIGHT...CLEAR. LOWS IN THE UPPER 50S TO UPPER 60S. 
.TUESDAY...SUNNY. HIGHS IN THE MID TO UPPER 90S. 
 

 

Fig. A-4:  Winds of 15 to 25 mph with gusts reaching 35 mph were forecasted for May 25. 
Winds and gusts were actually much higher. 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=ZFPPSR&e=201605251520. 
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FIGURE A-5  
WIND ADVISORY FOR SAN DIEGO COUNTY DESERTS 

 

 
 

 
Fig. A-5:  A Wind Advisory that included the San Diego deserts was issued on May 25 at 
2:19 p.m.. This area was upstream of Imperial County during the wind event. Source: NWS 
San Diego office. 
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FIGURE A-6 
AREA FORECAST DISCUSSION – HIGH WINDS EXPECTED 

 
 

Fig. A-6:  An Area Forecast Discussion issued on May 24 at 2:36 p.m. forecasted that the 
upper level low would bring a stronger pressure gradient resulting in gusty winds and 
blowing dust. Source: NWS San Diego office. 
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FIGURE A-7 
AIR QUALITY FORECAST FOR BLOWING DUST – MAY 24 

 
 

Fig. A-7: The ICAPCD posted this advisory-forecast on its website on May 24 advising the 
public of an upper-level trough approaching the area that would create gusty winds and 
blowing dust on both May 24 and May 25. Source: ICAPCD Archives. 
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FIGURE A-8 
WIND ADVISORY FOR THE DESERTS SLOPES 

 
 
Fig. A-8:  An Area Forecast Discussion issued at 2:47 p.m. on May 25 reiterated the Wind 
Advisory for the mountain desert slopes upstream of Imperial County. Source: NWS San 
Diego office. 
 



May 25, 2016 Exceptional Event Imperial County Appendix A 

67 

FIGURE A-9 
STRONG GUSTY WINDS EXPECTED ACROSS THE MOUNTAINS AND DESERTS 

 

 
 
Fig. A-9:  A Weather Story issued by the NWS forecasted strong gusty winds over a wide 
area ranging from portions of Riverside County to southeastern San Diego County, and 
the Anza Borrego desert area. The desert areas were upstream of Brawley during the May 
25, 2016 wind event. Source: NWS San Diego office. 
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FIGURE A-10 
ELEVATED DUST OVER SOUTHEAST CALIFORNIA  

 
DESCRIPTIVE TEXT NARRATIVE FOR SMOKE/DUST OBSERVED IN SATELLITE IMAGERY 
THROUGH 0400Z May 26, 2016 
Southwest and Central US/North and Northwest Mexico: 
An extensive area of elevated dust could be seen stretching inland from 
the East Pacific across Baja, the Gulf of California, northwest Mexico, 
southeast California, Arizona, western New Mexico, southeast Utah, and 
Colorado. Some hint of the aerosol could even be seen stretched further 
northeast from Colorado across northwest Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, 
North Dakota, and Minnesota. While the majority of this dust has Asian 
origins, it is likely that some additional southwest US/northwest Mexico 
dust is being elevated as well. Additionally, a separate area of blowing 
sand/dust could be seen just west of El Paso, TX moving east-northeast 
across far western Texas. Some very light dust may be present downstream 
from this blowing dust event across the Texas Panhandle. 
 
 

Fig. A-10:  NOAA’s Satellite Service Division Smoke Text Product identified elevated dust 
that in part was likely originating in the southwest United States and southeast California. 
This notice was effective up through 0400Z May 26 / 2000 PST  May 25, which would fit 
the time frame of the wind event. 
Source: http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/DATA/SMOKE/2016/2016E260411.html. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 25, 2016 Exceptional Event Imperial County Appendix A 

69 

  FIGURE A-11 
IMPERIAL COUNTY ISSUED NO BURN DAY 

 

 
 

Fig. A-11:  Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record of 
the conditions as they existed for a determination of a "No Burn" day on May 25, 2016. 
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FIGURE A-12 
AIR QUALITY ALERT – UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS 

    

 
 
Fig. A-12:  An Air Quality Alert was issued at 4:00 a.m. on May 25 advising the public that 
air quality in the Westmorland area had reached Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups. 
Although Westmorland had high concentrations for the day, it did not exceed like 
Brawley. However, the station did have a much higher surge in concentrations than 
Brawley during the early morning hours of May 25. Source: ICAPCD Archives. 
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FIGURE A-13 

AIR QUALITY ALERT – UNHEALTHY FOR SENSITIVE GROUPS 
    

 
 
Fig. A-13:  So much dust was stirred up on May 25 that the effects carried over into May 
26. As a result the ICAPCD issued an air quality alert on its website at 1:00 a.m. on May 
26, 2016, informing the public that air quality had entered the Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups range. 
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FIGURE A-14 
AIR QUALITY INDEX 

Air Quality Index 
Levels of Health 

Concern 

Numerical 
Value Meaning 

Good 0 to 50 Air quality is considered satisfactory, and air pollution poses little or no 
risk. 

Moderate 51 to 100 
Air quality is acceptable; however, for some pollutants there may be a 
moderate health concern for a very small number of people who are 
unusually sensitive to air pollution. 

Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups 101 to 150 Members of sensitive groups may experience health effects. The general 

public is not likely to be affected. 

Unhealthy 151 to 200 Everyone may begin to experience health effects; members of sensitive 
groups may experience more serious health effects. 

Very Unhealthy 201 to 300 Health alert: everyone may experience more serious health effects. 

Hazardous 301 to 500 Health warnings of emergency conditions. The entire population is more 
likely to be affected. 

 
Fig. A-14: The Air Quality Index The AQI is an index for reporting daily air quality. It tells 
you how clean or polluted your air is, and what associated health effects might be a 
concern for you. The AQI focuses on health effects you may experience within a few hours 
or days after breathing polluted air. EPA calculates the AQI for five major air pollutants 
regulated by the Clean Air Act: ground-level ozone, particle pollution (also known as 
particulate matter), carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen dioxide. For each of 
these pollutants, EPA has established national air quality standards to protect public 
health .Ground-level ozone and airborne particles are the two pollutants that pose the 
greatest threat to human health in this country.  Source: 
https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi. 
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FIGURE A-15 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AFFIDAVIT OF 30 DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Fig A-15: Is a copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record 
(affidavit) affirming the publication of the notice of availability of the Exceptional Events 
Demonstration for May 25, 2016.  The date for closing comments was March 2, 2018  
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FIGURE A-16 
IMPERIAL COUNTY COMMENTS 

REGARDING THE MAY 20, 2016 AND MAY 21, 2016 EE DEMONSTRATIONS 
 

The ICAPCD received no comment 
 


